Norway in the North

In August 2025, the Norwegian government presented the strategy document “Norge i nord” (Norway in the North).
This document outlines official Norwegian policy in the High North for the coming years.

The document, which is about 40 pages long, including pictures, contains everything from considerations about the global security situation to thoughts on the importance of sustainable local communities.

The government says it has 5 priorities in the High North, defined as the three northernmost counties in Norway, plus the area extending from the Arctic Circle to the North Pole.:

1) To ensure Norwegian freedom of action and influence in the High North.
2) To build up military capacity in the North.
3) To create solid local communities.
4) To develop roads and other infrastructure in the North.
5) To stimulate business and economic growth in the North.

To ensure Norwegian freedom of action and influence in the High North, the government will strengthen the Norwegian military.
The government will also try to draw the US, NATO and the EU into the High North.
And it will increase cooperation with the other Nordic states.
Russia is described as a security threat, and there is talk of Russia's allegedly illegal war of aggression against Ukraine.

China is also described as a threat. The strategy document says that Norway should have a restrictive attitude towards Chinese activity in the High North.

The government declares that the allocations for military purposes will be doubled in the coming years and will reach almost 2000 billion kroner, about 200 billion dollars, for the period 2025 –36.

The last part of "Norway in the North" contains considerations and plans for the development of business and infrastructure in the North.
I will not go into these plans.


What can we say about this strategy document?

First of all, it is not very impressive.

I agree with a comment on the document, written by Maja Sojtaric, editor and political commentator, published on the website Nordnorsk debatt (North Norwegian Debate) on August 27, 2025. The comment, which has the telling headline "Her har man bare rasket noe sammen” (Here they have just thrown something together), points out that 106 million kroner, about 10 million dollars, is all the Norwegian authorities plan to spend on the High North and people living in this area in 2026. 
For people in the North, the strategy document is a big disappointment, Sojtaric concludes.
It may be surprising, but there has been little, almost no, discussion about High North policy and this strategy document.


To summarize: Norwegian authorities give the impression that they do not care much about the High North.

The focus of the strategy document is on military build-up to meet an alleged Russian – and Chinese – threat.


What is missing from the strategy document?

I would like to point out three issues that should have been mentioned, but are not:

1) The connection between oil and gas extraction and Norwegian sovereignty in the High North.
2) Norway's role as an oil and gas exporter in a troubled world.
3) Is it worth provoking conflicts with our neighbour, the great power Russia?


These were some random comments on Norwegian High North policy.
Feel free to ask questions and make comments!
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